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to see men in the most perplexed circumstances,
who were reduced some degrees below being ruined,
whose families were objects of their own terror and
other people's charity; yet while a penny lasted, nay
even beyond it, endeavouring to drown their sorrow
in their wickedness; heaping up more guilt upon
themselves, labouring to forget former things, which
now it was the proper time to remember, making
more work for repentance, and sinning on, as a
remedy for sin past.

But it is none of my talent to preach; these men
were too wicked, even for me : there was something
horrid and absurd in their way of sinning, for it was
all a force even upon themselves ; they did not only
act against conscience, but against nature, and
nothing was more easy than to see how. sighs would
interrupt their songs, and paleness and anguish sit
upon their brows, in spite of the forced smiles they
put on; nay, sometimes it would break out at their
very mouths, when they had parted with their money
for a lewd treat, or a wicked embrace; I have heard
them, turning about, fetch a deep sigh, and cry, What
a dog am I! well Betty, my dear, I'll drink thy
health though, meaning the honest wife, that
perhaps had not a halfcrown for; herself, and three
or four children. The next morning they were at
their penitentials again, and perhaps the poor
weeping wife comes over to him, either brings him
some account of what his creditors are doing, and
how she and the children are turned out of doors,
or some other dreadful news; and this adds to his
self-reproaches ; but when he has thought and pored
on it till he is almost mad, having no principles to
support him, nothing within him, or above him, to
comfort him; but finding it all darkness on every
side, he flies to the same relief again, viz. to drink'
it away, debauch it away, and falling into company